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On Sept. 2, a group of Nicaraguan mothers presented a formal request to the Catholic Church
for assistance in negotiating with the contras toward the release of all prisoners, not only the
66 mentioned in recent announcements. The women asserted that the contras have kidnapped
literally thousands during the eight years of war. They said the number of prisoners held by the
contras is much higher than 66. Next, spokespersons for the mothers' group told reporters that they
were skeptical about the results of a Sept. 1 meeting in Miami between members of the National
Reconciliation Commission and contra leaders. The contras, they said, promised the immediate
release of the 66 prisoners on three previous occasions, but failed to deliver. (Basic data from Prensa
Latina, 09/02/88)
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